
Dear members, 
 
Building and managing The Waterfront Country Club since 1976 has been a lifelong dream 
come true. Growing up on a tobacco farm attached to this property makes it even more special. 
I have had a long, rewarding career serving my home county -- The Willard Companies has 
helped transform Smith Mountain Lake from a sleepy rural valley into a resort lake community 
that attracts people from across the U.S. and abroad to enjoy golf, recreation, and resort living. 
Now that I have seen my wildest dreams realized, the perfect time for retirement has arrived. 
 
As of this date, the Club has been sold to The Waterfront Realty, LLC, a wholly owned company 
owned by Darrell Craft and his wife, Karen. Darrell grew up in the Roanoke Valley, where he 
has spent most of his life handling several different ventures while playing competitive amateur 
golf. As a life-long golfer, Darrell has served as Vice President and Tournament Chairman of 
The Roanoke Valley Golf Hall of Fame since 2018 and has deep ties to the golf community. My 
family, in talking with him throughout this process, feels confident that he will grow The 
Waterfront in a positive way and will continue to prioritize the membership. My son Ron II has 
expressed that Darrell’s excitement for this venture has not wavered over the fall of 2020 as we 
sorted this transition out. Likewise, Darrell shared his desire to only grow upon what I have 
created, which I believe he will, especially since he informed me that after looking at several 
courses in the past few years, he knew that this was the right one. 
 
Darrell asks that I share with you that the Club address (275 Anchor Drive, Moneta, VA 24121) 
will be used for all Club mailings beginning with quarterly dues in early January, which should 
be returned with your payments to the Club address (payable to “The Waterfront Country Club”). 
Your December 2020 statements will be the last ones that you should return with payment to 
The Willard Companies post office box (P.O. Box 540, Wirtz, VA 24184). 
 
This exciting change is the culmination of many years of hard work, and we are certain both 
longtime and new members will see value in this new direction. Your trust in The Willard 
Companies for more than four decades has been a blessing. My wife, Kris, and I are pleased to 
continue living here in the community we love, retaining our membership in The Waterfront 
Country Club and maintaining the friendships we’ve built with our neighbors. We look forward to 
traveling, consulting for The Willard Companies, and, of course, golfing. 
 
With sincerity, 
 
Ronald L. Willard Sr. 
The Willard Companies 
 


